1912]                    The Greeks Enter Salonica

gradually led up to the present war.    This is what happens
when one doesn't know how to foresee things.

Sunday I lunched with Messieurs Nisard and Hanotaux,
two charming speakers well informed of all that is happen-
ing. Bach tried to guess the future, but they both said if
Germany had shown the least generosity towards France it
would have been easy to have had France at her side at this
moment, but the Agadir boat had rendered this impossible
for all time, especially as the tone of the German papers,
which continues sharp, only increases the bitterness. One
couldn't be more clumsy and stupid.

Berlin, gtli November, 1912.

The Emperor is furious at not having been kept informed
by his agents of Bulgarian preparations and the union of the
four Balkan Powers. All those diplomats were certainly very
blind. . . .

There's nothing very fresh this morning except the entrance
of the Greeks into Salonica and the firm intention of the
four Balkan sovereigns to discuss peace only with Turkey
direct. I entirely share their view. Austria (in words at the
moment) is treating the Servians very hardly, and that Power
would be quite capable with her absurd ambitions of bringing
about a peace which would not solve the Eastern Question
definitely. Austria has managed all right so far without the
territories she desires. She possesses ports on the Adriatic
and could perfectly well arrange matters with Servia without
setting Europe on fire as she risks doing. At present two
parties divide her. That of the aged Emperor who doesn't
want war and that of the Heir-Apparent who wants it at all
cost. Berchtold must be having difficulty in manoeuvring
between the two which about balance each other in
numbers.
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